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SUBJECT: GBR EMBASSY, OFFICIAL ON EAST-VEST AND 
• US-GBR AEIATIONS 

J. GOB EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR BIRGEL INVITES GOR 
DESK OFFICER LANE TO LUNCK JUNE II TO DISCUSS BILATERAL 
ARB EAST-WEST ISSUES. 

2. BIRGEL POSED A SER'ES OF QUEST I QMS AB OUT THE 

PRESIBENT'S JUNE 12 BERUK SPEECH. 1 RE WOHOEREd' IF THE 
SPEECH'S harsh treatment OF""THE"GBR AND THE WALL, COUPLEB. 
NITR BUR RECENT TERRORISM BEHARCXE, SIGNALLEB A NEW 
HARDENING IN BILATERAL RELATIONS, ONE BIRECTED BY A WHITE 
NOUSE RESPOHOING To RIGHT WING CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT 
REAGAN'S RUSH TO AN ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT. HE ASKEB 
PLAINTIVELY WHETHER REAGAN' S CALL TO GORBACHEV (RATHER 
THAN MDNECHERl TO TEAR BOVN THE VALl WAS PROHPTEB BY VS 
POLICY TBWARB BERLIN OR SIMPLY DONE TO SNUB THE COR 
GOVERNMENT. RE INQUIREB FURTHER IF THE PRESIBEHT'S 
REFERENCE TO GERMAN Rf (WIF ICATION NAD BEEN TONED DOWN, AS 
AllEGEO IH SOME PRESS ACCBUNTS, AND WHETHER "THE SOFTER 
APPROACH" REPRESENTED A CHANGE IH US POL ICY. FIAALLY, HE 

-ASKEB' IF THE REFERENCE TO HSRTK RBREAH PARTICIPATION IH 
THE 1341 BLYKpfCsTs T^EXAliPLE'FBR'GREATER BERLIN 
HBSTING FUTURE OLYMPIC GAMES REPRESENTS B" A SUBTLE CHANGE 
jWWH«EArLTicT;V-" '■• - 

3. on baoader east-west issues anb gor relations with 
the soviet uhion, oirgel foresaw for the mid-term greater 
cboperat'on betweeh the cor and western eurbpeaji 
countries in the event of an inf agreemeht amd 

convert 1 8hal arms reductions. he likewise env1sageb 
sbcial changes in the gpft, although he supplieo hb- 
. specific examples. hungarian economic reforms were not a - 
gdbb prototype, given that country's current frbblems, he 
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4. BIRGEL CLAIHEB THE WESTERN HEBIA EXAGGERATES GBR 
CONCERNS ABOUT GORBACHEV'S REFORMS. HE ROM I TTED MANY GBR 
CITIZENS WERE INTRIGUES BY GLASHBST, ANB ALLUBEB TO ROCK 
CONCERT LISTENERS WHO HAD CHANTED THE SOVIET LEADER'S 
NAME IN THE STREETS BF BERLIN. IN A VAGUE, RAMBLING AHB, 
AT TIMES CRYPTIC ELABORATION, BlRGEL SAID SCHE GOR 
BUREAUCRATS HAVE SOUGHT TO IBEHTIFY THEMSELVES WITH 

(021 ACHE V AHB HIS PRBGRAtt IN ORBER TO ADVANCE THEIR OWN 
POSITIDN. HE HIMSELF AGAIN EXPRESSED INTEREST IN SEEING 
GOR SOCIETY OPEH, BUT AT A SLOW ANB CALCULA1E6 PACE. 
BIRGEL SUGGESTEB CM BUREAUCRATS WRAPPING THEMSELVES IN 
GORBACHEV I AN CLOTH HAVE THOUGHT LITHE ABOUT THE 
CONSEOUENGES OF SUCH REFORMS IN THE GDR. 

5. IN RESPONSE 10 A QUEST 1 6H ABOUT THE RECENT WARSAW 
.PACT SUMMIT IN RERUN,. BIRGEL HINTED He HAD HEARD 

■ (BRBACHE V ALONE NAD OECIBEB AGAINST A UNILATERAL TROOP 
VITHBRAWAl. THE PROPOSAL COVLB ALWAYS BE REVISITED, 
BIRGEL NBTEB. 
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